32                         MEHER BABA—
THE INFINITE ONE
The last two chapters have been concerned with the
various aspects of the Path. But we cannot fully understand
the Path without having" a glimpse into the source and the
goal of life. Human beings, as a rule, see only a section of
the river of life and the major part of the river is hidden
from. our sight on both sides. Most men are content with
an unexamined life, a life of discord which is due to the
play of conflicting motives. For them., life is not a search
for some eternal significance; it consists in experiencing
joys and sufferings as they come and go. But there are
others who try to understand life. And this involves an
inquiry into the relation between man and the universe. I
shall therefore give in a broad outline the general metaphysi-
cal background, which is present in the writings and the
Teachings of Meher Baba.
The purpose of the entire creation is that the Infinite
One (which is the sole Eternal Reality) should consciously
enjoy its own divinity. It is for this reason that the Un-
manifest becomes manifest and the Formless assumes forms.
In the "Beyond State", the Infinite is "not bound by any
qualities".3 It is neither One nor Many, neither Impersonal
nor Personal. It is beyond all the categories of thought.
If, however, we do think of it, it would be a mistake to
think of it as not being Impersonal or Personal. As an
object of thought and endeavour^ it is best to look upon
it as being both Impersonal and Personal. The Impersonal
aspect "lies beyond the domain of creation"; and the Personal
aspect is "the Perfect Master, who, having attained to the
Impersonal aspect lives in the world and helps others
toward Truth".4 The Creator can hardly be said to be
3 Philosophy and Teachings, p. 41.
4 Questions and Answers, p. 20.

